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Sermon for the Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity. 
JOHN 4, 46—54. 


The most prominent feature of our text is the faith of the noble- 
man. We can also learn other lessons from it; e. g., the necessity of 
cross and affliction, for it was by the sickness of his child that the 
nobleman was driven to Christ. We can also learn from it what a 
mighty helper Christ, our Lord, must be, who could dispel this deadly 
disease by merely speaking a word, even though He was miles away 
from the bed of the sick child. But the faith of the nobleman is the 
most prominent feature in the whole narrative. Having heard of 
Christ’s wonderful power of performing miracles, and believing Him 
to be able to heal his child also, he came the distance of a half day’s 
journey in order to ask Jesus to come down to his house and heal 
his child. Now this was a weak point in the nobleman’s faith, that 
he wanted Christ to come down and heal his child, and so the Lord 
rebukes him for it: “Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not 
believe.” Nor did the words of the Savior miss their mark. For 
although the nobleman still persisted: “Sir, come down ere my child 
die,” yet when the Savior tells him: “Go thy way, thy son liveth,” 
he “believed the word that Jesus had spoken, and went his way.” 
Under the Savior’s wise treatment the man’s faith had grown stronger. 
He now believed that Christ could heal his child, even though He 
was far away. And his faith was gloriously rewarded. For on the 
way home he met his servants, who informed him that the fever had 
left his son just at the time when Jesus had given him the promise 
that his son was living. And so he himself believed and his whole house. 

This faith of the nobleman, which shows itself so beautifully 
through the whole narrative, is a picture of every Christian’s faith. 
Faith is always, like the nobleman’s, more or less weak in the be- 
ginning, growing stronger by instruction and experience. Faith, 
moreover, is always of the same nature as the nobleman’s, and is al- 
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ways equally necessary to obtain the gifts of Christ. Let us to-day 
direct our attention to these last-named points.’ Accordingly, we shall 
speak about 
aes ee CHRISTIAN FAITH, 
inquiring 

1. Into wuts nature, 2. Into its necessity. 


ile 

Our text shows us very plainly the nature of Christian faith. We 
learn from it in the first place what faith does not consist in. When 
the nobleman came to Christ, he besought Him that He would come 
down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. He trusted 
Christ’s power to heal his son well enough, but he still imagined it 
would be necessary for Him to come down to his house, to lay His 
hand upon the feverish brow of his child and rebuke the fever. He 
wanted to see: to see Christ go with him, to see Him near his child, 
to see Him lay His hand upon him and thus heal him. That part of 
his request was not an expression of faith, but rather of doubt and 
unbelief. For by this request he meant to say that he did not believe 
Christ able to heal his son’s sickness while at a distance. And so Christ 
rebukes him for this by saying: “Except ye see signs and wonders, 
ye will not believe,” ¢. e., you always want to.see before you believe, 
want to see me do miracles, before you accept me as the promised 
Messiah. But that is all wrong. You must learn to believe without 
that. As long as you only believe for the sake of the miracles I do, 
your “faith” lacks the true nature of faith, for that consists in be- 
lieving without seeing. 

Now, like this nobleman, all men naturally want to see before 
they are willing to believe. That is what unbelievers generally ad- 
vance as a reason for their refusal to believe, that they do not want 
to believe anything which they cannot see and understand. They will 
tell you: You cannot make me believe that there is a God, until you 
can show Him to me. Or: I do not believe that there is a life after 
death, that there is a heaven or a hell, because I cannot see it. And 
also the wicked and perverse heart of the Christians always wants 
to see before it is willing to believe, and every Christian has to fight 
against this inclination of his heart until he dies. Like the noble- 
man’s, it wishes to see signs and wonders before it is willing to be- 
lieve. It is wont to say with doubting Thomas: “Except I shall see 
in His hands the prints of the nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.” 
To everyone among us no doubt such thoughts as these have frequently 
occurred: If I could have seen Christ when He healed the sick, or 
raised the dead; if I could have seen Him when He rose from the 
grave; if I could have laid my hand into His side, like the apostles, 
then my faith, too, would be stronger and I would not be subject to 
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so many doubts about the truth of God’s Word. But, my hearers, to 
all who indulge in such thoughts Christ says as He did to doubting 
Thomas: “Blessed are they that have not seen and yet have believed.” 

This desire to see and understand everything before accepting it 
is also the source of all false doctrine. Who is there among us whose 
reason has not often revolted against the mysterious doctrines of the 
Christian religion? We would like too much to have them changed, 
so as to make them look more reasonable; we would like so much to 
be able to understand them. And this desire has always been the 
source of all false teachings. Men could not understand the doctrines 
taught in the Bible, and so they changed them according to their own 
notion and then tried to harmonize their notions with the Bible. When 
you talk with a sectarian about any doctrine in which he differs from 
us, he will almost invariably tell you that he cannot believe our doc- 
trine because he cannot understand it. Thus he cannot understand 
how the water of Baptism can have regenerating power, how a little 
water can change a sinner’s heart and work faith in it. He cannot 
see how it is possible for Christ’s body and blood to be really and 
truly present in the Lord’s Supper. It is because they cannot see 
and understand these things that sectarians refuse to believe them, 
and the rebuke of Christ applies to them: “Except ye see signs and 
wonders, ye will not believe.” But “blessed are they that have not 
seen” (and understood) “and yet have believed.” 

Faith, then, consists in this, that a person believes without seeing 
and understanding, that he accepts what God tells him, even though 
it is above and beyond his reason. This, too, is illustrated very beauti- 
fully in our text. Christ does not comply with the nobleman’s re- 
quest of going down to his house, but simply tells him: “Go thy way; 
thy son liveth.” It was weakness in the nobleman to expect this at 
all of Christ, and so He rebukes him for it and refuses to comply 
with it. It was necessary that this weakness should be overcome. The 
nobleman must learn to believe that Christ could heal his son with- 
out coming down to his house. He must learn to believe without seeing. 
And so Christ merely gave him the assurance that his son was healed 
already. And what did the nobleman do? “The man believed the 
word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and went his way.” Although 
it was a hard thing for his reason to believe that Christ could dispel 
his son’s disease by merely speaking the word, and that, too, while 
He was at a distance, yet Christ had said it, and trusting that He 
cannot lie, he takes His word for it and returns home rejoicing, to 
find that his faith had not been in vain, that his son had been healed 
the selfsame hour when the Lord had spoken the word. 

And this, my friends, is what we also have to do: believe the 
_ Word of God. To us God speaks through His written Word, the Bible. 
This Book not only claims to be the inspired Word of God, nay, it 
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has also proved itself to be such. Let me call your attention merely 
to the wonderful agreement in all its statements, though it was written 
by so many different men living not all at the same time, but scat- 
tered over a space of more than 1600 years. If these men had not 
been inspired by God, there certainly would have been great differ- 
ences in their opinions on like subjects and, consequently, many dis- 
crepancies in their writings. And again I wish to remind you of the 
marvelous exactness with which all the many prophecies of the Old 
Testament concerning Christ have been fulfilled, even in their minutest 
details. So manifestly did God place the stamp of divine authorship 
upon these sacred writings. Now this is certainly all the assurance 
and confirmation of our faith that we can look for. What this di- 
vinely accredited Book tells us it behooves us to accept in childlike 
faith, no matter what our reason says about its teachings, no matter 
whether we can understand them or not. Let us, then, like the noble- 
man, learn to subject reason to faith; let us believe the word that 
God has spoken to us, and go our way, and we shall surely receive 
the reward of our faith, just as the nobleman found his faith rewarded 
in the healing of his son. 


2 

For faith is absolutely necessary to receive this reward. This is 
also very clearly shown in our text. It was the nobleman’s faith that 
brought him to Christ. If he had not had faith in His power of heal- 
ing, he would never have made the journey from Capernaum to Cana, 
and his son, consequently, would not have been healed. Of course, 
his faith was weak, for it wanted to see Christ go down and perform 
the miracle, but it was the beginning of true faith, and therefore 
Christ, after rebuking him for his false notion, complied with his re- 
quest and healed his son. And the sequel shows that his weak and 
erring faith had now developed into a strong faith, for “the man be- 
lieved the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his 
way.” Christ knew that there was a spark of faith in his heart, and 
that was why He healed his son. It was the nobleman’s faith, then, 
that obtained the help, and his faith was necessary to obtain it. 

And so it is with us, dear hearers: faith is necessary to obtain 
the salvation that Christ has wrought for us. It is true, salvation is 
for all. Forgiveness of sin has actually been merited for all. The 
world has been justified, the pardon was pronounced over all sinners, 
when our Substitute rose from the grave. But we need to accept that 
pardon by faith. Refusing to do so, we make the pardon void so far 
as we are concerned. By not trusting God’s Word we reject the prom- 
ises of salvation from our sin which it contains. 

That faith is necessary we are taught even by our every inter- 
course with men. Faith and confidence in our fellowmen is indis- 
pensable in every phase of business and social intercourse. It would 
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be impossible to carry on any business without such faith. You go 
to your merchant and buy a bill of goods from him. You have not 
the money on hand, but you promise to pay him as soon as you get it. 
Your merchant trusts you for the amount, having the confidence in 
you that you are an honest man. Again, you pay your neighbor a debt 
that you owe him. You pay him in money, and he accepts the money, 
trusting you that it is good money and that you are no counterfeiter. 
Or you give him a check for the amount, and he accepts it, trusting 
that you have a deposit at the bank sufficient to enable him to collect 
the amount. Or you go on a journey, and you trust the engineer to 
conduct your train safely past all dangers, or the captain of the ship 
that he will find his way across the pathless ocean to your destination. 
These are only a few instances to show how necessary faith and con- 
fidence are in our everyday relations of life. Surely, that would be 
a wretched state of society where no one trusted his neighbor. We 
know only too well that such faith and confidence is often misplaced, 
that it is only too often shamefully abused, that men cheat and lie 
and rob, and yet we do not on that account mistrust everybody. Nay, 
rather, we consider men honest and upright until they have proved 
themselves otherwise, just as in a court of justice the accused is con- 
sidered innocent until proved to be guilty. 

Now if faith and confidence in our fellowmen is a necessary 
quality for our happiness and success in this life, then, in a much 
higher degree, such faith and confidence is necessary to place us in 
the right relation to God. The things that we are taught in the Bible 
are supernatural, they belong to another sphere, and therefore they 
necessarily transcend our reason. Why, there are so many things here 
in this life that we cannot explore and understand with our reason, 
and which we, nevertheless, must accept as true, because we perceive 
them by our senses to be an actuality. How is it possible for this 
earth of ours and all the other heavenly bodies to be suspended in 
space, and yet to retain their positions? Who has ever fathomed the 
mystery of life? What is that mysterious power which we call elec- 
tricity? Questions like these might be multiplied. Now if there are 
so many things in nature that we cannot understand and explain, 
why, then, should it surprise us to find that we cannot fathom the 
supernatural things which the Bible teaches us? And why should 
we refuse to believe them? There is certainly much greater reason 
why these supernatural things should transcend our reason and there- 
fore be accepted implicitly. The Bible expressly tells us that “God’s 
judgments are unsearchable and His ways past finding out,” that “His 
thoughts are as much higher than our thoughts as the heavens are 
higher than the earth.” And it is natural that it should be so. If 
they were not, if we could fathom and understand them, we would 
have good reason to doubt their truth. That would be a queer God 
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whom we limited creatures could understand with our finite intellect. 
No, the very fact that the doctrines of the Bible transcend our in- 
telleet is the best reason for accepting them in faith. 

O Lord, teach us to believe Thy Word, to cast down imaginations 
and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, 
" and to bring into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ! 
Amen. G.L. 


———— an Aa al 


Sermon on the Gospel for the Twenty-fourth 
Sunday after Trinity. 
Mart. 9, 18—26. 


Three times we find in the Scriptures the name Christian ap- 
plied to the followers of Christ, a name that is much abused in the 
present time. Our nation, for example, is called Christian, the various 
nations in Europe also; but more than.one half of the people are not 
worthy of this precious name. In the large city of New York not 
one third of the population attends divine services, while more than 
two thirds care nothing for Christ and His Church. Here in our 
city the proportion is about the same, in fact, it is so throughout the 
country. Add to these two thirds the denominations that confess a 
false Christ or no Christ at all, and the question is indeed proper: 
Why does our nation call itself Christian since by far the larger num- 
ber cares not for Christ? For their sakes, truly, this name is entirely 
misapplied, for they are the very opposite of Christian, the enemies 
of Him whose name they bear; they hate Him who is the Christ, the 
Savior. Hence, the name Christian cannot, strictly taken, be applied 
to a whole nation. 

It is used correctly only when it denominates the comparatively 
small number of those that are true followers of Christ. They that 
are sincere believers in Christ, hearken to His teachings and follow 
His glorious example — they are the genuine Christians. The name 
in itself. avails you nothing and means nothing, if you have not the 
thing which the name expresses. Christ must dwell in man, in man’s 
heart, in man’s life, ere man is a Christian. What is a white gar- 
ment if it hide a black body? What is a beautiful outward behavior 
if it conceal a mean, selfish heart? What is the name Christian if it 
be used to denote an infidel? ’Tis but deception! He, however, whose 
heart is engrossed with the salvation of Jesus; he that rests his hope, 
his faith, his all upon the Lamb that bled on the accursed tree — he 
is not a fraud or deception, but a reality, his name is Christian! 
There is the difference between men: the one has the mere form or 
appearance of godliness and Christianity — that is the counterfeit; 
the other has the body, the substance, the reality, the power, yea, 
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Christ Himself — this is the genuine eoin. The one has faith, con- 
fidence, trust in Him whom the Scriptures hold up to all; the other 
has not. For the one, Christ is the most interesting subject conceiv- 
able to meditate and dwell upon; while the other banishes all thoughts 
of Christ from his mind and heart, they have nothing attractive for 
him, nothing pleasing. Thus the two classes differ as light and dark- 
ness, life and death, heaven and hell. 

As it is ever a pleasing and welcome theme for the true Christian 
to hear of Christ and His salvation, we continue our discourse by 
dwelling upon the theme: 


CHRIST THE ALMIGHTY SAVIOR. 
Proved, 


1. By the cure of the woman, and 
2. By the raising of Jairus’s daughter. 


1. 

That our Savior is the almighty God of heaven and earth is 
plainly told us by the remarkable cure of the woman with the bloody 
issue. While Christ was instructing the disciples of John and telling 
them why His disciples did not fast, He was approached by a man 
named Jairus, who held an office in a synagogue, a man highly re- 
spected and honored. This man fell down upon his knees before 
Jesus, saying, “My daughter is even now dead; but come and lay 
Thy hand upon her, and she shall live.” Jesus arose, and followed 
him, and so did His disciples. While He was on the way to the man’s 
house, He was met by a woman who had been an invalid for many 
years. Truly, this woman had suffered long and intensely. She was 
afflicted with an issue of blood for twelve long years. During that 
time she had suffered many things of many physicians; still they did 
not help her; her case was incurable. She spent all that she had to 
find relief, but in vain. Instead of improving she became worse and 
worse. Dreary and sad were the prospects of this poor woman ever 
regaining longed-for health; the physicians had taken what she had, 
and had left her without cure. She tried everything, and everything 
failed — physicians, specialists, ete. Human skill was baffled, boasted 
science knew no means; in short, in every respect this was a hope- 
less case. Poor woman indeed! 

Happily, tidings reached her of another physician, a great Phy- 
sician who effected miraculous cures, using neither remedies nor caus- 
ing pain unto His patients. And she said within herself, “If I may 
but touch His garment, I shall be whole.” As soon as she heard that 
Jesus was passing by, she hastened to Him, pushing her way into the 
multitude until she reached Him. When in the back of Him, she 
touched only the hem of His garment, the very edge of His clothes. 
And lo, as soon as her finger came in contact with His garment, “the 
fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her body that 
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she was healed of that plague.” What a cure, what a remarkable 
cure! The physicians tried remedy after remedy until they were 
obliged to pronounce her incurable; but now she is restored, per- 
fectly restored, by a simple touch of the great Physician’s garment. 
Hence, is not this Physician infinitely greater and better than all 
other physicians? Is He not more than human; is He not divine, 
yea, the almighty God of heaven? 

What man can do the marvelous works that Christ did? Can 
you do them? Did our fathers do them? Did our grandfathers do 
them? Did the people of former generations do them? Did not those 
men of whom the Bible states that they wrought miracles humbly 
admit that they had received this power from God — Paul and Peter, 
Elias and Elisha, Samuel and Samson, Moses and Joshua? But here 
is a man of whom the sacred Scriptures declare that He has this 
power in Himself, for He said: “All power is given unto me in heaven 
and in earth.” He has all power, all strength, all might; hence He 
can open the eyes of the blind, unstop the ears of the deaf, feed 
thousands with little bread, and heal the woman by a mere touch. 
O great Savior, heavenly Master, omnipotent God! 

But this miracle gives another striking proof that Jesus of Naza- 
reth is divine, is true God. As soon as the woman touched His gar- 
ment, Christ turned about and said, “Who touched my clothes?’ How 
could He know that somebody had touched His clothes? All near 
Him denied. Peter thinks the Master is mistaken, and says to Him: 
“The multitude throng Thee, and sayest Thou, Who touched me?” 
Peter thinks the question very odd of Christ since the multitude ac- 
tually pressed and crowded upon Him from all sides. It was nothing 
unusual for Him to be touched by someone, thought Peter. But 
Jesus says: “Somebody hath touched me.” He knew positively, for 
He perceived that virtue had gone out of Him. Power and strength 
had come forth from Him. He was the receptacle of it, for “in Him 
dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” If the fullness of 
the Godhead dwells in Him, then also this power is in Him; and as 
this power belongs to God alone, Jesus Christ must be true God. 

He knew who had touched Him before He turned about. He felt 
virtue leaving Him, and perceived also whom it benefited. Turning, 
He sees her. When the woman saw that she was not hid from the 
unerring eye of Christ, she came and fell down before Him and told 
Him the truth; she confessed before all the people for what cause 
she had touched Him, and how she was healed thereby immediately. 
And He says unto her, “Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith 
hath made thee whole; go in peace.” It was her belief that Christ 
could cure, that if she would but touch His garment she would be 
given back her health. It is to this faith that the Savior attributes 
the cure, as it is faith alone that saves the sinner from eternal death. 
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She believed, and she obtained. If we believe, we also shall obtain, 
possess, and enjoy, because He in whom we trust is able to give us 
all that He has promised, yea, even more, for He is an almighty 
Savior. 


2. 


The miraculous cure of the woman undoubtedly shows Christ’s 
omnipotence and omniscience. The other miracle in the text shows 
this likewise, for Jesus restores the dead to life. When Jesus healed 
the woman, He was on the way to Jairus’s house. Jairus was a prom- 
inent man, a ruler of a synagogue. He had come to the Master in 
behalf of his twelve-year old daughter, who was at the point of death. 
He besought the Savior to lay His hand on her, for he believed that 
then she would be healed and live. It was his only daughter and 
perhaps his only child, and therefore he loved her dearly and sought 
all possible means to rescue her from an early death. But her dis- 
ease bafiled all remedies; day by day she grew worse, until death 
seemed inevitable. In this extreme plight, with heavy heart, Jairus 
comes to Jesus, the great and all-wise Physician, and pleads His aid 
and assistance. Jesus arises and follows him, accompanied by a great 
multitude. On the way thither, while Jesus was speaking to the 
woman who was cured of the bloody issue, one of Jairus’s servants 
met him and said: “Thy daughter is dead; why troublest thou the 
Master any further?’ All hope of recovery was impossible; death 
had ended all; they thought it of no avail for Jesus to come. But 
Jesus hearing these words answered: “Fear not: believe only, and 
she shall be made whole.” When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 
when man is ready to despair, when not a glimmer of hope remains, 
Christ knows a way, a rescue from distress, yea, deliverance from 
death. We are only to believe, and not fear and tremble. 

In this darkest hour of Jairus’s life, how beautifully did the 
rays of light, coming from the loving heart of Jesus, flash forth! 
“Believe only, and thy daughter shall be made whole.” What the 
Lord promised He kept, He did at once. He permitted none, ex- 
cepting a few of His disciples, to accompany Him. Coming to the 
ruler’s house, He seeth a tumult, minstrels and people making a noise 
as it was customary in the Eastern countries. People came together 
when death had set in, and wailed and lamented while several musi- 
cians played weird and fantastic pieces on their instruments. So 
also here; and more so because it was a ruler’s child. When Jesus 
was come in, He saith unto them, “Why make ye this ado, and weep? * 
the damsel is not dead, but sleepeth.” But the people laughed Him 
to scorn, made fun of His words, ridiculed Him, for they knew that 
she was dead. The Holy Spirit, when writing the Scriptures, had 
this inserted, to stave off and render impossible the caviling remarks 
of mockers and scoffers that the girl was in a trance, stupor, and the 
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like. This was impossible, for all the circumstances point to this 
that the maid was dead: the servant’s message was true; people were 
wailing; minstrels were playing and singing dirges; Jesus, who com- 
pares death to a sleep, is mocked and laughed to scorn, for the people 
knew that she was dead, knew it as well as people know it nowadays 
when a person has breathed his last. It was not a trance or faint. 
Death, grim death in all his horrors, had entered the ruler’s house 
and taken a loved one hence. 

Jesus proceeds to perform the miracle. He puts all the people 
out of the room where they were wailing. Then He goes with the 
father and the mother of the damsel and them that were with Him 
to the place where the damsel was lying. And He took the damsel by 
the hand, and said unto her, “Talitha, cumi!” which means: “Dam- 
sel, arise!” And the spirit, which had left the body, came again, and 
she arose and walked; and He commanded to give her meat. And 
all were astonished with a great astonishment. 

You have here in Scripture words the grand miracle of recalling 
to earth the life of a departed one. Contrary to observation, con- 
trary to human experience, contrary to all laws of nature, a dead per- 
son becomes alive. Where, O where is the man that can do this 
without divine power? The angels of darkness, though mighty spirits 
having great strength, cannot do it; the angels of light, though 
stronger than hellish demons and Satanic dominions, of themselves 
cannot do it; man, though filled with pride and self-conceit to the 
utmost, boasting of his abilities and wonderful faculties, must here 
bow and say: “We cannot do it.” But here is One who, though 
despised and scorned of men, says: “Damsel, J say unto thee, Arise!” 
and the dead arose. Who is this? The almighty God! None other! 
None other! 

May the skeptic doubt, may the supercilious cavil, may the fool- 
ishly wise sneer, — be it known that the child of God has an almighty 
Savior whose arm upholds the universe; whose foot treads the galaxy; 
whose finger traces the course of sun, moon, and stars; whose hem 
of garment heals incurable diseases; whose hand raises the dead. Be 
it known that Jesus the Christ is omnipotent! May the devils in hell 
tremble at this truth; may the ungodly quake, and fall to the ground 
as the leaves in autumn,—O Christian, rejoice and be glad at the 
fact that your Savior is the Resurrection and the Life! He that be- 
lieveth in Him, though he were dead, yet shall he live; and whosoever 
liveth and believeth in Him shall never die, for He is almighty. 
Nothing is impossible with Him. He saves from sin, He saves from 
Satan, He saves from hell, He saves from death! O grand display 
of omnipotence! 

In the face of such mighty works, superhuman and truly divine, 
who will deny the divinity of Jesus Christ? Who will venture to gain- 
say the fact that Jesus Christ is true God? His works, His deeds, His 
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actions assert what foolish man ventures without reason to deny. 
What is more trustworthy, the lying lips of man or the great works 
of Christ? Christ is true God. “This is His name whereby He shall 
be called, The Lord our righteousness.” He “is over all, God blessed 
for ever.” “This is the true God, and eternal life” How, then, can 
man disbelieve that Christ is true God? 

Here are seven more witnesses for this truth. The first witness 
is the God of truth Himself. Twice was the silence of heaven broken 
as His voice uttered these words: “This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased.” The second witness are the angels of heaven 
that announced the nativity of the Savior unto the Shepherds: “Unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ 
the Lord.” And unto this Lord the multitudes of the heavenly hosts. 
sang songs of praise: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will towards men.” The third witness are His apostles. 
Jesus asks them, “Whom say ye that I am?” and Simon Peter an- 
swered and said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
The fourth witness is a doubter, who would not believe that Christ 
was risen from the dead and thereby declared to be the Son of God. 
Jesus appears, and Thomas exclaims: “My Lord and my God!” Add 
to this the witness of all the children of God. The fifth witness is 
the Roman centurion and the soldiers, who had charge of Christ’s 
crucifixion. When they were watching Jesus, and saw the earth quake, 
and the things that were done, they feared greatly, saying, “Truly 
this was the Son of God.” The sixth testimony is that of His bit- 
terest foes: “We know that Thou art true, and that Thou art a teacher 
come from God.” The seventh testimony is that of the very devils 
in hell. The unclean spirits falling down before Christ ery, “Thou 
art the Son of God;” the devils coming out of men confess, “Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of God;” yea, the legions of the devils in two 
of the Gergesenes cry out: “What have we to do with Thee, Jesus, 
Thou Son of God?’ 

And will you, O man, deny that Christ is true God — deny what 
God asserts, what angels declare, what men know, what enemies admit, 
what the devils in hell confess to be true? O accept this truth that 
Jesus is the almighty Savior. Believe in Him with all thine heart; 
go unto Him that is able to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him. It was faith that cured the woman of her malady ; 
it was faith that brought Jairus to Christ; and it is faith alone that 
saves you. Hence, 

Not the best deeds that we have done 
Can make a wounded conscience whole; 
Faith is the grace, and faith alone, 
That flies to Christ and saves the soul. 


F. W. Apams, contrib. by O. K. 


172 LUTHER’S BIRTHDAY. 


Luther’s Birthday. . 


(Address delivered in a public hall.) 


We are met here this evening to celebrate the birthday of Doctor 
Martin Luther. It is but natural that those who are asked to address 
this assembly choose Luther, his life and work, as their topic. That 
is, indeed, a most delightful task. 

One should think that Luther to-day was fully understood not 
only by Lutherans, but throughout the eivilized world. But, strange 
to say, you can hardly take up a book or periodical or paper outside 
of our own denomination, speaking of Luther, in which you find a 
true estimate of this illustrious man. Indeed, all Protestants praise 
him highly, his person, courage, his learning and his work, but at 
the same time they renounce and abuse the doctrines which he taught 
and cherished. And yet his work resulted from his principles and 
doctrines, and both must be renounced or both received. It is, in- 
deed, a poor compliment to Luther to say, as they do, that he was 
still half a Romanist; only half reformed himself; that he still held 
popish doctrines. If I could so believe concerning Luther, I would 
utter not one word in his praise. I would feel myself bound in honor 
and conscience to renounce his name, to turn my back upon his per- 
son, as I had done upon his principles. 

And what may we expect from Catholics? Rome has never for- 
gotten nor forgiven Luther. She sought his life while living, and 
she curses him in his grave. Her children are taught from infancy 
to hate and abhor him as they hope for salvation. They even to-day, 
and in this our own city, have pretended in their journals to put be- 
fore their readers pictures of Luther which are not portraits at all, 
but vile caricatures drawn by such as have viewed with unclean eyes 
and bedaubed with filthy hands the object of their aspersions. They 
have poured on the name of Luther every filthy and obscene epithet 
that a bestial nature could suggest. But, we ask, why this hatred and 
enmity of a man now dead nearly 400 years? Rome has had a great 
number of enemies in the course of centuries, why does she give Luther 
such a prominent place among them? Erasmus, perhaps, gives a cor- 
rect answer. He once wittily said, Luther committed two unpardon- 
able sins: he touched the pope’s crown and the monks’ bellies. Such 
effrontery must needs raise a mighty outcry. But if they would only 
consider, they would find that they owe a debt of gratitude to Luther. 
Their church is to-day a better church, in spite of itself, than was the 
Church of Rome before the time of Luther. And one has said: “That 
any faith, any piety, is alive now in Europe, even in the Roman Church 
itself . . . is due in a large measure to that poor miner’s son.” 

Luther’s origin, my friends, was of the humblest. Born in Eis- 
leben, November 10, 1483, the son of a poor peasant, his childhood 
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was spent in penury. He was religious from a boy. He was religious 
when he sang hymns for a living, from house to house, before the 
people of Mansfeld while at school there, and also at the school of 
Magdeburg and Eisenach, where he still earned his bread by means 
of his voice.” His devotional character and his music gained for him 
a friend who helped him through his studies, till at the age of eighteen 
he entered the University at Erfurt, where he distinguished himself 
in the classics and the Mediaeval philosophy. — His father desired 
him to devote himself to the study of law, his inclinations went toward 
the Church and her institutions. The sudden death of one of his 
most intimate friends, the terror of his soul, when in a fearful thun- 
derstorm the lightning struck near by him, influenced him to become 
a monk. 

Never a man went into a monastery with purer motives. Never 
a man went through the duties, drudgeries, and humiliations of the 
novitiate of convent-life with more unshrinking fidelity. Never a 
man endured more painful mental and bodily agonies that he might 
secure for himself an assured spiritual peace. Romanists have ex- 
pressed their wonder that so pure a man thought himself so great a 
sinner. But a sinner he was, as we all are; and to avert the just 
anger of God he fasted, prayed, and mortified himself. Dr. Staupitz 
found him a walking skeleton, more dead than alive. And yet no 
peace or comfort came. He says of that time: “If these things had 
continued, I would have tortured myself to death. The more I sought 
to support my doubting, weak, and troubled conscience by human or- 
dinances, the more its doubts and weakness and trouble increased 
from day to day.” 

And it was just by this means, my friends, that Luther, unknown 
to. himself, was being prepared for his great work. Whilst, on the 
one hand, he sought for spiritual peace and comfort by doing and 
suffering all that popish doctrines ineulcated and required without 
attaining the blessing, he, on the other hand, studied more diligently 
the Bible which he had discovered chained in the library at the uni- 
versity. He began to perceive that the Bible taught differently from 
what he had learned. The light of God’s grace dawned upon his soul. 
That passage, “The just shall live by faith,” beamed upon him like 
a morning star. The sun of Gospel light arose; his whole soul re- 
joiced in the comforting assurance that God is love, that the Savior 
has redeemed our sinful race, procured forgiveness of sins and sal- 
vation for all. He now understood by his own personal experience 
that central doctrine of God’s revelation to man, that we are justified 
and saved not by deeds of the Law, but by the merits of the Savior 
apprehended by true faith. He thus experienced the reformation in 
his own soul, and was thus inwardly prepared to become the great 
reformer of the Church. It was this very doctrine of justification 
by faith that enlightened and inflamed his whole great soul, that 
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aroused his indignation against popery and its abominable teachings, 
that made him so sure, so firm, so positive in his great struggles. It 
was the clear knowledge and his own personal appreciation of the 
great Bible truth that so fired his soul when Tetzel came near Wit- 
tenberg, and humbugged the people by selling them papal indulgence, 
forgiveness of sins, for ducats! Having privately protested in vain 
to the bishops, and entreated them to put a stop to the shameful traffie, 
he wrote his 95 theses, and nailing them upon the doors of the Castle 
Church at Wittenberg, on the 31st day of October, 1517, he challenged 
the world to meet him in debate. 

It is from the nailing up of these theses that the history of the 
Great Reformation dates; for the hammer strokes which fixed that 
parchment started the Alpine avalanche which overwhelmed the pride 
of Rome and broke the stubborn power which had reigned supreme 
for a thousand years. Like streaks of lightning these sentences 
flashed through the world; like peals of thunder they resounded and 
awakened a sleeping world from its lethargy! And in the great con- 
fliet that followed, one false doctrine after the other of the popish 
system was exposed, until finally the whole of God’s truth was again 
revealed with all its blessings of enlightenment, peace, comfort, 
and joy. — 

Luther had, my friends, delivered his message to all the world. 
The truths he again brought to light had spread with wonderful 
rapidity. They had been hailed with delight by both prince and 
peasant. They had gone home to the heart of millions suffering under 
the yoke of Roman bondage. Especially was this so in Germany, then 
the most populous and cultivated country in Europe. The great com- 
motion created by Luther’s heroic and energetic actions was inces- 
santly increasing; the Reformer undauntedly continued defying the 
pope and his decrees, casting even the popish bull, together with the 
canonical law and Eck’s writings, into the fire. Luther no longer 
stood alone; the number of princes, etc., grew rapidly who, instead 
of observing the pope’s edict prescribing the adoption of violent meas- 
ures against Luther, not only declared themselves in favor of the “new 
doctrine,” but also aided the cause. But do not forget, a foe was 
arrayed against him who was no mean one. It was the pope of Rome. 
His was a power to which emperors, kings, and entire nations had to 
submit, and all attempts to shake off their shackles had hitherto been 
in vain. The pope was determined to crush the reformation in Ger- 
many. Luther and his doctrine were condemned by the chief of 
Christendom. Multitudes were thrown into anxious perturbation. If 
the strong arm of the emperor should be given to sustain the pope, 
who would be able to stand? And so it came. The pope perceived 
no other means for sustaining his authority than to entreat the mighty 
emperor Charles V, in a more pressing manner than ever before, to 
employ the arm of secular authority against Luther, and to have the 
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penalty denounced by the papal ban inflicted upon him. Finally the 
emperor resolved that this religious struggle, which kept the minds 
of thousands in great suspense, should be brought to a termination 
at the Diet of Worms, which had convened in January, 1521. 

Luther was commanded by the emperor to appear before the diet. 
Would he come? Friends reminded him of Huss, and advised him 
not to go; his enemies rejoiced that, if he would go, the world would 
have seen the last of him. Luther said: “Being called by the Em- 
peror, I will obey and go. Though my enemies should build a fire 
between Wittenberg and Worms as high as the heavens, I will go,... 
profess Christ, and let Him rule.” And he did go! On the way mes- 
sengers met him, telling him that he and his writings were condemned. 
Courageously he went on. He entered Worms, but behold the welcome 
that greeted him here! It seemed as though the whole city was in 
commotion. “From the thronged streets, windows, and housetops 
came voices as he passed — voices of petition and encouragement; 
voices of benediction on the brave and true; voices of sympathy and 
adjuration to be firm in God and in the power of His might.” 

On the 17th of April, 1521, he had to appear before the diet and 
answer for himself, whether he would recant or not. What a scene! 
Emperor Charles V, with all the princes of Germany, papal nuncios, 
dignitaries, spiritual and temporal, sit there on this hand, while on 
that stands up for God’s Truth one man, the poor miner Hans Lu- 
ther’s son. 

Luther did not recant, but closed his speech of defense with those 
immortal words: “Unless I am convinced by proof from Holy Scrip- 
ture, and my judgment is brought into subjection to God’s Word, I 
neither can nor will retract anything, since it is not advisable nor 
safe to do aught against conscience. Here I stand; I cannot do 
otherwise; God help me! Amen.” 

From this short sketch, my friends, we can easily see that the 
life and work of Luther centered upon two chief principles, namely, 
the doctrine of justification by faith, the article with which the Church 
stands and falls, and the other article of equal importance, that of 
the sole authority of the Word of God. Those he taught, preached, 
and defended. He says: “In my heart reigns, and shall ever reign, 
this single doctrine, faith in my Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, which 
is the beginning, middle, and end of all my spiritual and divine 
thoughts that I may ever have by day and night.” And concerning 
the Word of God he says: “By the Word the world was conquered, 
by the Word the Church was saved, and by the Word it must be re- 
stored.” To both these doctrines he clung with every fiber of his heart, 
and for both he fought and daily risked his life, and would permit 
neither himself nor any other person to deviate one hair’s breadth 
from either. He declared: “From this article (justification by faith) 
we can never deviate or give way, though heaven and earth should 
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fall, or whatever else will not stand.... It must be maintained against 
hundred emperors and thousand popes.” And in regard to the Word 
of God he sang in his grand, triumphant battle hymn: “The Word 
they still shall let remain.” So he stood firm and immovable until, 
on the 18th day of February, 1546, professing his faith in Jesus and 
with a Word of God upon his lips, he peacefully fell asleep, to enter 


the rest of the people of God. Thus lived and died = 
The brave monk that made all popedom rock — 8 
and, Champions a world to show his equal yet. ee 


4 
And what are the fruits of his life and work? Oh, what a change 
has been wrought since the sunrise of that day when Martin Luther 
was born! How different the condition of things since he began his 
good and holy work! With every stroke of the hammer by which 
the Reformer nailed his 95 theses on the church-door at Wittenberg 
the portals of the papal prison were broken open more widely. With 
every sermon he preached and every book he wrote, the sun of Gospel 
light and liberty ascended higher and higher, until a world could re- 
joice in the glorious light and liberty of evangelical religion. Though 
it is sad, unspeakably sad, that many thousands still suffer themselves 
to be deluded and held in subjection, that popery still exerts such a 
powerful influence all over the world—the thousands and millions 
that have attained their freedom, that walk in the sunlight of the 
glorious Gospel, thank God that the galling yoke of bondage has been 
removed from their necks, and rejoice in the liberty wherewith, through 
Luther, Christ has a second time made them free. Great are the bene- 
fits and blessings the Church and the world at large have gained by 
the Reformation. The general advancement of every country in 
which the Reformation succeeded proves this beyond the shadow of 
a doubt. And it is intrinsically and historically true that the great 
blessings of enlightenment, prosperity, and happiness that our own 
country enjoys are the natural outgrowth of the Reformation. 

We ascribe to God, the Giver of every blessing, all honor, praise, 
and glory for the noble qualities of head and heart, for the noble life 
and grand work that He gave to the Reformer, and are grateful for 
them. Let us remember that true, honest gratitude implies that we 
remain faithful to the principles of the Reformation. 

Lutherans, therefore, especially you young Lutherans who have 
arranged this birthday celebration, as we all as citizens love the flag 
of our country under which we ean enjoy the blessings of Luther’s 
life and work to full extent as, perhaps, in no other country of the 
world, so let us as Christians, as Lutherans rally anew around that 
banner, and for it let us work and live— the banner which bears the 
golden inscription: 

God’s Word and Luther’s doctrine pure 
Shall into all eternity endure! EL 


